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Thank you for opportunity to address QLD school leaders. 

You are the people that lead schools in setting a vision and achieve that vision.

You take the responsibility to ensure that our young people exit your school with the knowledge, skills and understandings they require for their future fulfillment and happiness, 
for their future education and employment and
 for the future prosperity and social capital of our nation. 

It’s a privilege to speak to you today.

Building the Asia literacy of your students - and our nation - is your core business and that’s what I want to talk about today.






 
 

‘In our own region, this 
means more Australians 
who can speak Asian 
languages, catch cultural 
meanings and navigate local 
networks. It means starting 
with children at school.’  
 
Prime Minister  
The Hon Tony Abbott MP 
 
December 2013 
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ACARA defines Asia literacy as providing students with the skills to communicate and engage with the peoples of Asia so they can effectively live, work and learn in the region. 

The term Asia literacy is shorthand. 

It has been used over the past 6 years or so - since the Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians stated the need for all Australians to be Asia literate. 

Increasingly this goal is also being referred to as ‘Asia capability’ and I will use both terms today.

Abbott. One thing all governments agree on – is that Asia literacy needs to start at school. 








Moral purpose: principled behavior connected 
to something greater than ourselves that 
relates to human and social development. 
Michael Fullan 
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Usually when Asia literacy is mentioned in Australia the assumption is that it is important due to an economic imperative.

I think that a deep seated moral imperative is actually the underpinning motivator that drives school educators to equip our young people with knowledge, skills and understandings of Asia’s histories, geographies, arts, societies and languages.

There are many definitions of moral imperative - or moral purpose - in relation to education. Where else to begin but with Michael Fullan: “moral purpose is principled behavior connected to something greater than ourselves that relates to human and social development.”

I want to put forward four moral imperatives related to our human and social development in Australia that are driving the necessity of our young people to acquire knowledge, understandings and skills related to Asia through their schooling. 









 Knowledge      
 ‘Studies of Asia is about the 

proper study of humankind: 
about what is valued, 
excellent, beautiful, moving, 
lasting and what are matters 
of belief. 

 
 To insist that the above can 

be addressed solely through 
European or Western 
knowledge… is not only a 
disfigurement and deformity 
but is ignorant.’ 

 
  
  
 

 Stephen Fitzgerald  
 Education and the Australian Mind, 

Buntine Oration 1991. 

Landscape: Body tattoo, 1999 
Huang Yan, China 
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The first moral imperative is our commitment as educators to expand the personal, intellectual and creative horizons of our students, and through them, the horizons of our society. 

Australia’s first Ambassador to China, Stephen Fitzgerald, reminds us that education has to be about the proper study of humankind: about what is valued, what is excellent, what is beautiful, what is moving, what is lasting and what are matters of belief.
 
He is blunt about the fact that ‘to insist that the above can be addressed solely through European or Western knowledge… is not only a disfigurement and deformity but is ignorant.’

Despite the fact that Asia makes up two thirds of the world’s population, and represents some of the most extraordinary civilizations known to human history,  curriculum in Australia has largely focused only on western traditions and heritage.

 Let me give you a sense of this opportunity.




 
 

 

China China Bust no 3, Ah Xian (born China 1960, lives Australia)  
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This sculpture is by Australian artist, Ah Xian. You might be familiar with his work at QLD Museum of Contemporary Art

Ah Xian began applying traditional Chinese porcelain techniques to make forms of the human body. The artist includes characteristically Chinese designs with his figures, partly because they are beautiful in themselves, and partly because they reflect his own inescapable Chinese heritage. Whether he is living in Sydney or Beijing, they, like he, will always bear their cultural identity.
 
In the curriculum materials that accompany this image, students are asked to
imagine being inside the sculpted head, to consider traditions in design, look at what makes things valuable.  They can decorate their own head or other body part.  Or study bird and flower poetry and write some of their own.

Students can look at these artworks from a personal perspective or in terms of cultural influences: religious beliefs, past history and contemporary issues.

Students can look at the structural properties of the artworks that might inspire their own art making.   From an ideas perspective they can explore the connection between Eastern and Western cultures, and Australia’s role as a bridge between the two.
 
They can learn art history, art appreciation and art making.  They can learn about China….and about Australia. They can learn about themselves.
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This leads me to the second moral imperative I want to put forward today: and that is the need to ensure that an Australian curriculum accurately reflects Australia’s people – that it is inclusive of all Australians’ backgrounds and experience. 

Australia’s demography is currently undergoing one of the most significant changes in our history as you can see here on this graph. 

Forty percent of migrants to Australia now come from Asia.
The fastest growth is in migrants from India, followed by China. 

 In the 2011 census, Hinduism was the fastest growing religion in Australia. In the previous census Buddhism was our fastest growing religion. 
 
In 2011, there were more people who identified as Buddhist in Australia than those who identify as Presbyterian, Jewish, Lutheran, Baptist or Orthodox.
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To include our students’ diverse backgrounds and experiences in curriculum is a moral imperative I know we share. Its about inclusivity,  relevance, about building social cohesion and inspiring intellectual and creative endeavor. 

We owe it to our children – and our nation -  to offer a curriculum that truly contributes to building a sense of what it means to be Australian today.




Year 9 History  
Historical Knowledge and Understanding / Making a nation 
 
‘Students focus on gaining a more informed understanding of the 
experiences of non-Europeans in Australia prior to the 1900s  
(such as the Japanese, Chinese and Afghans)’  
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Here’s one example of many that focus on Australia’s multicultural heritage in the new Australian curriculum : Year 9 History / Making a nation. 
 
 
When we think of outback pioneers most  of us are familiar with the Stockmans’ Hall of Fame.
 
Are we as familiar with the fact that 4000 cameleers, with 20,000 camels, landed at ports around Australia between 1870 and 1920. They came from the Kingdom of Afghanistan. 
 
Camels were made for the Australian desert because horses and buffalo died through lack of water. The cameleers played a vital role in opening up the centre of Australia, accompanying expeditions, carting wool to ports, and barrels of water to drought ridden areas, transporting mail, construction materials and stores at a time when rail was in its infancy. 
 
Indian hawkers followed and Indian and Syrian merchants set up effective supply lines from the cities.  So successful was this enterprise that by the 1890’s vested interests around the country saw the ‘Ghans’ as they were known, as threatening the working conditions of white Australians. This eventually led to the White Australia Policy in 1901 which was in place for 72 years. 

There are a multitude of opportunities in Australia’s history to rebalance a focus on the contributions of the people of Asia. 



World Economic Forum, Global Risks, 2011 Edition 
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Moral imperative three: 

This World Economic Forum diagram maps global risks. Risks  as diverse as ocean governance, refugees, cyber fraud, food security, climate change and many more. 

These global issues are real. They are impacting on us now and will increasingly impact on our young people into the future. 

These global problems won’t be solved unless our next generation is equipped with new skills, new knowledge and new partnerships to work with our neighbouring countries to do so. 
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Let me give you another example. 

Asian nations already account for 40 per cent of global emissions, and this is likely to worsen as their economies continue to grow. 

Right now, more than half of the world’s megacities are in Asia – Mumbai and Calcutta being the top 2 cities with close to 30m people in each.

Its an understatement to say that Asia is critical to a global climate change solution. 

Such problem solving cant occur without communication skills, intercultural understanding, partnerships, relationships, trust, and knowledge of Asia’s geographies and cultures. 

Equipping our young people to resolve the great challenges of our time is a compelling moral imperative of Asia engagement. 
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“Asia’s GDP is expected to more than double by 2030, exceeding that 
projected for the America’s and Europe combined…  
 
Developing an Asia Capable Workforce, Asialink 2012 

The Asian Century 

2011 2011 2030 2030 2030 
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Which brings me to moral imperative number four: our childrens’ economic future. 

In one more generation of Australian school children, Asia will be the centre of the world’s two biggest economic growth.
 
History teaches us that as economic weight shifts, so does strategic weight . 

That’s why the 21st century is increasingly referred to as the Asian Century.
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In this century, Asia will become home to most of the world’s middle class. 

Asia will have 5 times as many middle class people as Europe (green oval)  by 2030.
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The significance of the rising number of middle class people is that this group presents extraordinary new markets to countries like Australia due to their spending power.
 
To harness this opportunity Australians need to know and understand the peoples and societies of Asia.

Lets get a picture of this from some Asia capable young Australians.

While you are watching this video clip – can you note down the sort of skills, knowledge and understandings each of these young people are demonstrating.

Asia skills taster video – 4 mins.

Vox POP – 5 mins



‘Opportunities offered to Australia by the Asian 
Century will not materialise by themselves… there 
are large gaps in experience and skills.’  
 
Engaging Business with Asia Survey 
Australian Industry Group & Asialink 2011 
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Is our schooling equipping our young people to harness the opportunity of the Asian century?

I think this is a moral imperative directly related to human and social development.
  
Much of our economic success to date in Asia has been due to our luck in having resources in the ground that have been in high demand to fuel growth in Asia.  In 2011 a tiny 5.7% of all Australian businesses actually exported their products. This is one of lowest export markets in the OECD.

As commodities demand eases, services will need to fill the gap. But currently the services sector: education, architecture, financial services, health services, represents only 11% of our trade with Asia.  Providing services will be a greater challenge than exporting commodities, as services require more person to person contact and deep networks in Asia.  This means that Australians will need deeper understanding of Asia, greater sensitivity to cultural difference, and confidence in complex business interactions in Asian contexts.




Importance of factors in doing 
business in or with Asia  
Developing an Asia Capable Workforce, Asialink 2012 

 
 

‘Business says the lack of Asia capabilities in the Australian 
workforce is as real a barrier to entry into Asia as tariffs or 
exchange rates.’ Asialink Business Market Research, February 2014 
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When Australian business was asked to identify the key factors vital to doing business in and with Asia, they identified having a good product as the top factor. That makes sense. 

This was closely followed by high quality partnerships, networks, cultural knowledge and skills.  That also makes common sense.

Languages and cultural knowledge are more important to business in sectors that involve a greater degree of personal interaction …like marketing and services … 

Its not possible to market a good product if you don't know and understand the people you want to buy it….especially if you cant communicate. Try doing that here.

Understanding of Asia will only become more important in future.  As Asia grows economically and in confidence, Asian business is less likely to accept ignorance of Asian culture and history or see western mores as a default position.  

To secure our economic future – we need to build Asia capable Australians. Business assesses that training adults wont be sufficient. Building Asia capabilities needs to start in schools.








Australia’s engagement with Asia growing at much greater rate than 
our engagement with rest of the world combined.  

www.asialink.unimelb.edu.au 

‘Australia’s exports to Asia rose by more than 80% in the decade to 2011, 
while exports to the rest of the world fell by 20%’.  
Boston Consulting Group, Sept 2012 
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I want to make the point that this issue of an Asia capable workforce isn’t just about future opportunities. 

The annual Asialink Index enables us to quantify which forms of engagement – be it trade, investment, education, tourism, migration – is growing fastest in Australia and which countries are forging stronger ties with us over time. 

The Index reveals that Australia’s regional relationships with Asia (the orange line)  are growing much faster than the country’s traditional alliances in Europe and the US. (the dotted line) 















  

 “CSIRO believes that 
the geo-centre of 
global innovation is 
shifting eastward…” 

  

Scientific 
collaboration 

asiancentury.dpmc.gov.au 
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The expansion of our scientific collaboration with Asia is an example of this. 

In a submission to the Australia in the Asian Century white paper in 2012, the CSIRO made the point that the geo-centre of global innovation is shifting eastward… the collaboration between scientists in Australia and Asia has never been so fundamental to the relevance, standing and impact of Australia’s science as it is today. 
 
The CSIRO considers that it a major problem that under 10% of its current workforce speak an Asian language. This is limiting their ability to collaborate with new centres of scientific excellence being established in Asia.. And access to leading edge scientific findings.



Melbourne Declaration  
on Educational Goals for 
Young Australians 
 

‘India, China and other 
Asian nations are 
growing and their 
influence on the world 
is increasing.  

 

Australians need to 
become ‘Asia literate’, 
engaging and building 
stronger relationships 
with Asia…’  
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Fortunately Australian education has responded to the moral imperative of equipping our young people with the foundational knowledge to engage with Asia. 

The Melbourne Declaration is clear about the need for our young people to be active and informed, local and global citizens, who need to become Asia literate. 















‘We will value 
education as a 
means to secure 
jobs for our 
children and 
improve the 
competitiveness of 
our economy. Our 
brightest minds 
will take on the 
world…’ 
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The Queensland Government supports this.

A 30 year plan for Qld was released in December for community consultation. I understand that this draft plan is now being discussed across the state and that this consultation will feed into the final plan.

Education is, of course, one of the 9 foundations for Qld’s future. 

I noted with interest, when I read this plan, the strong focus on equipping our children for their future in a globalized world 

one of the core goals is to ensure that the majority of QLD students would have Asian language skills. This is a highly relevant goal. Of concern, it presents a real challenge to achieve. 

The latest available national data indicates that 26% of QLD students are studying a language other than English in QLD schools. 
To achieve the QLD plan in 30 years will require significant investment, beginning now, in Asian languages in Qld schools.

Source: An Investigation into the State and Nature of Languages in Australian Schools, University of South Australia, 2007




Languages 

The Federal Government has set a 
target for 40% of Year 12 students to 
study a language by 2023. 
 
Currently under 13% do so.  
 
Nationally, fewer than 6% of Year 12 
students study an Asian language. 
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Asian Languages are obviously an important contributor to Asia literacy nas we have all been complacent about them.

The Abbott Government has now set an ambitious target: 40% of Year 12 students to study a language within the next decade. 

Currently fewer than 13% of Year 12 students do so. 

Achieving that target will require commitment from government at all levels in Australia. It will require commitment from schools. And it will especially require commitment from school leaders. 

What do you think is the key blocker in scaling up languages in your schools? 5 mins





New Australian Curriculum 
 

• Cross curriculum 
priority  

 Asia and Australia’s 
engagement with 
Asia 

 
• General capability 

Intercultural 
understanding 
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Languages contribute to Asia literacy – but they aren’t the only skills required to build a socially cohesive society and networks, partnerships, solutions and markets in the region.

 The new Australian Curriculum recognizes this. It provides the opportunity for all young Australians to gain foundational and deep knowledge and understandings of Asia and Australia's engagement with Asia.

This will largely be achieved through the Australian Curriculum’s cross curriculum priority of Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia.

Combined with intercultural understanding - one of seven general capabilities required by all students by the time they leave school. 

The inclusion of Asia as a cross curriculum priority in the Australian Curriculum is a game changing policy. 

It means that every teacher in every classroom will need to build into their classroom curriculum content focused on Asia.


This simply makes sense for all the reasons discussed today.


 
	




Year 6, Science 
‘Students develop a view of Earth as a dynamic system. They 
will investigate major geological events such as earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions and tsunamis in Australia, the Asia region 
and throughout the world.’ 
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The Australian Curriculum for Science has multiple opportunities to link science with Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia.
 
In Year 6, for example, “students develop a view of Earth as a dynamic system. They will investigate major geological events such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and tsunamis in Australia, the Asia region and throughout the world.” 

Traditionally Australian students have studied volcanoes and earthquakes in Europe to understand this concept. How many of us remember Pompeii or Mt Etna in Italy? 

Students learnt the science, but they didn't learn anything about the region in which they live. A region unfortunately rich in geological events like the earthquakes, volcanos and tsunamis that impact on all of us. 

As a regional scientific partner, Australia is developing early warning systems for tsunamis, researching innovative disaster proof buildings and disaster management systems. 

Our budding scientists will be better equipped to contribute to this through an Asia engaged curriculum. Working together to ensure our shared future underpins the critical importance of the Australian Curriculum. 




Geography 
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 In the Australian Curriculum Geography:

Year 2 students begin to develop mental maps of the world.

By Year 6 they are looking at the location of the major countries of the Asia region in relation to Australia and the geographical diversity within the region. 

In year 8 they study the causes and consequences of urbanisation, drawing on a study from Indonesia, or another country of the Asia region.

In year 9 they study the Geographies of interconnections, investigating how people are connected to places throughout the world in a wide variety of ways.

In Year 10 the Geographies of human wellbeing uses studies drawn from Australia, India and across the world. 




However… Australian Curriculum 
has only a small proportion of 
content that explicitly includes Asia  
  
Content Descriptors 
• 16 % of History content descriptors focus on Asia - 96 % 

are elective  
• 6 % of Geography content mentions Asia  
• English has under 1 %  
• Science and Mathematics have none.  
 

Elaborations 
• 14 % of History elaborations mention Asia  
• Other subjects have less than 10 per cent.  
 
 
Source: AEF Audit of ACARA documents, January 2014 
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However… the Australian Curriculum has only a small proportion of explicit content that  includes Asia

Content Descriptors
16 % of History content descriptors focus on Asia - 96 % are elective 
6 % of Geography content mentions Asia 
English has under 1 % 
Science and Mathematics have none. 

Elaborations
14 % of History elaborations mention Asia 
Other subjects have less than 10 per cent. 

This matters. We know from past experience that curriculum frameworks need to be explicit about the requirement to include Asia. 



65% of NSW Year 12 Modern History 
students chose to do a depth study on 
Germany. 
 
19% chose Russia 
 
2% chose China 
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Before the Australian Curriculum, it was argued that there was nothing in state curriculums that stopped teachers including studies of Asia in their classrooms.  

In fact, we saw many forward thinking teachers and schools doing just that.. However to do so was rarely explicit in curriculum frameworks, or even required, or assessed. 

And we know from studies like this one by ACER in 2009 that the majority of yr 12 teachers did not include content relating to Asia.
 
Some of you will be aware of this report about what was being taught about Asia in Year 12 subjects nationally including History, English, Visual Arts, Geography, Economics. The report indicated that only a minority of students studied any content at all related to Asia in these subjects. 
Why do you think so many students chose Germany?


The new Australian Curriculum is explicit about the need to include studies of Asia, but little is positioned as core content and there is no plan in place to monitor the achievement of Asia capabilities. 
 
It’s a valid question to ask if the current practice of minimal Asia content in classrooms will actually change in schools as a result of the Australian Curriculum.

As the Australian Curriculum is currently under review it is timely now to make this point in any submission to the review process. Submissions are due online by March 14.

 




‘In practice, schools 
and teachers select 
the material 
students will study. 
 
Teachers will tend to 
choose what they 
know and are 
confident of 
teaching.’ 
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The ACER study concludes that the key reason that Yr 12 students are not choosing Asia focused options is not due to a lack of student interest in Asia. 
 
Rather this pattern is due to what teachers offer in a classroom.

Quality teachers teach what they know best. We expect nothing less.
 
If we are to expect that teachers will choose Asia focused content to teach the Australian Curriculum, then we need to invest in supporting and engaging teachers to do so.
 
There is no getting around that.

And, to support teachers, we need to engage school leaders to ensure that Asia literacy isn’t just a one off in one teacher’s classroom – but is reflected across the school, at all levels, in all classrooms.  



 
• Possesses expert knowledge of content, 

assessment and pedagogy for teaching 
Asia related curriculum 
 

• Demonstrates familiarity with Asia 
related teaching resources 
 

• Actively builds intercultural 
understanding 
 

• Frequently integrates Asia into the 
curriculum 
 

• Uses ICT to connect students with 
students in Asia 
 

• Leads Asia related learning within and 
beyond the school.  
 

 

KEY FEATURES OF AN ASIA LITERATE TEACHER 

 
Asia Literacy and the 
Australian Teaching 
Workforce, AITSL, 2013 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Aitsl, in partnership with the Asia Education Foundation and Deakin University, have undertaken one of the biggest studies to date among teachers, surveying 2000 Australian school educators to identify what they considered to be the features of an Asia literate teacher and school leader. 

The report defines the key features of an Asia literate teacher.

Teachers need knowledge of Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia, they need to have familiarity with quality curriculum resources, they will actively build intercultural understanding and connect their students to students in Asia.

The report notes the scale of the task – with 50% of non languages teachers in the survey assessing themselves as Beginners in Asia literacy.

And these were teachers that were likely to be already engaged in the task.




WHY DO TEACHERS BECOME ASIA LITERATE?  
 
  
 

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450

Asia experiences via work, study,
travel or family

Desire to address prejudice and
racism

Local or overseas school connections
to Asia

Substantial tertiary and/or
professional learning

Committed to Asia in the curriculum

Need to prepare students for a global
world

Personal inspiration and change

Source: Asia Literacy and the Australian Teaching Workforce, AITSL, June 2013 
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The study indicates that teachers are motivated to become Asia literate through direct personal experience of Asia and the moral imperative of combating prejudice and racism. 

The challenge for school leaders is how to provide these experiences for their teachers. 

Ill talk more on that in the second session this morning. 





 



PRINCIPALS’ VIEWS ON THE BENEFITS OF 
TEACHING AND LEARNING ABOUT ASIA  
 

• Principals’ views on the 
benefits of teaching and 
learning about Asia  

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

Building intercultural understanding

Competence for a global world

Enrichment teaching and learning

Source: Asia Literacy and the Australian Teaching Workforce, AITSL, June 2013 
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For school leaders across the nation, building intercultural understanding and equipping students with competence for a global world are the key drivers.
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The AEF’s What Works research series demonstrates that school leaders who understand the importance of Asia literacy in the 21st century feel a deep sense of moral obligation to their students to ensure they develop Asia-relevant capabilities.

Overall, these leaders believe they have a moral obligation to imagine the world their students will inhabit in the future and the significant role that Asia will play.

These research results underscore what Fullan and others have found – that it is moral purpose that drives education change. 

Policy plays a vital role, but it is not the main driver of classroom change.  

This is a critical message for us as we begin the implementation of the Australian Curriculum. 
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As we proceed with the implementation of the Australian Curriculum in our schools, we need to be mindful that cross curricula studies of Asia can often mean that students only learn about the Asian region.  

They develop knowledge and understandings about Asian societies, cultures, beliefs and environments and the connections between the peoples of Asia, Australia and the rest of the world. 

However, intercultural understanding is much more than that. Its about dynamic interactions, not just learning about cultural content. It involves a two way exchange of ideas, a genuine dialogue. 

The key question to ask ourselves as educators is, in our classrooms, are we just teaching about culture, or are we equipping students with the skills to engage positively with people from diverse cultures? Cultures that are rarely static or discrete in a globalised world. 

In order to facilitate a cultural shift in how Australia engages with Asia, Australian schooling will need to embrace a deeper understanding of what makes the Asian region tick and why beyond broad and shallow knowledge that can be customary in many schools.
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Today, success in meeting the challenges of our age come from partnerships, and connectivity. 
 
Our young people require the ability to build trust and relationships in Asia. 

Trust and relationships come from engagement, from spending time together. Knowing and respecting our differences. 

Building greater knowledge of each other, of different environments, of different ways of working, of different ways of thinking, of different national ambitions.
 
Lets see how schools are building these skills and understandings in classrooms today.

Myer Bridge video – 3 mins




 
 
What knowledge, 
skills and 
understandings will 
your students 
need to prepare 
them for their 
world ?  
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I want to finish where I began – with Macy - a five year old who started school in Australia this year. 

Macy will enter the workforce in 15 years time - around 2025 when China and India are predicted to be the world’s top economic and strategic powers. 

We all have a moral obligation to Macy and her friends to equip them with the knowledge, the skills, the understandings and world view to maximise their opportunities - and minimize their risks - in the Asian century.

That responsibility lies largely in your hands.
Thank you




What will be your 
next step to build 
an Asia literate 
school?  
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