
COHESIVE DEVICES 

Cohesion means unity. In writing as well as in speech we use certain words and 
expressions to establish connections among ideas in a sentence and paragraph. 
Cohesive devices add unity and interest to your work. Only three text features are 
mentioned here:  
 

Text Feature Explanation 

Referent String Using referring words strengthens clarity and removes awkward 
expression. 
Think about how to use the suffix –nya (people) and the word ‘itu’ 
(things) in a reference string. 

Tense Tense is primarily used is to locate the process in time. Time is not 
indicated in Indonesian by changing the verb but by adding a time 
phrase.  
 
This link is a good general reference for Indonesian tenses. 

 

http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Indonesian/Tenses 
 

Conjunctions  

 
SEE BELOW 

Conjunctions join together elements of thought: words, phrases, 
sentences, and paragraphs.  

 

Sequence  
First, firstly,  
second, secondly,  
third, thirdly  
next, last, finally  
in addition, moreover, furthermore  
The first thing … A second….  
One of…..  
And / as well as 
then 
 

 
pertama, kesatu,  
kedua,  
ketiga 
berikut, terakhir, akhirnya  
lagi pula 
Hal pertama / Hal kedua….  
Salah satu…..  
dan / juga  
lalu 

Cause  
For  
Because / since , as  
 

                                                                       
sebab                                                       
karena /sebab 

Effect  
So  
as a result, consequently  
therefore, due to  
 

 
jadi  
oleh karena itu 
oleh karena itu 

Emphasis  
Indeed  
Obviously, Clearly 

 
memang 
jelas 

http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Indonesian/Tenses


Generally  
Particularly, Especially  
 

pada umumnya 
khususnya 

Comparison  
similarly, likewise,  
Also, Too  
and  
like  
just like, similar to  
not only…but also  
to compare to/with 

 
seperti itu 
juga 
dan 
seperti 
mirip dengan 
tidak hanya…tetapi juga                                    
dibandingkan dengan 
 

Contrast  
However  
Nevertheless  
Still  
Although, Even though, though  
but  
yet  
Despite , In spite of  
In contrast, In comparison  
While, whereas  
On the other hand  
 

Contrast  
Akan tetapi / padahal 
Namun demikian 
Padahal  
walaupun 
tetapi 
akan tetapi 
meskipun 
dibandingkan 
sedangkan 
di sisi lain 
 

Example  
For example, For instance  
That is  
Such as  
Including  
 

Example  
contohnya 
yaitu 
seperti 
termasuk 

 

 
 


