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LINKS TO:
Stage 2, Module 13
Learning Object 2: Talk about chocolate

What’s all this hullaballoo about classifi ed 
nouns? You can’t keep a secret from 
me! One way or another, I’ll get to the 
bottom of this!

MODULE 13: WORK SHEET 2

These nouns are classifi ed

© State of Queensland (represented by the Department of Education and Training) 2011

Classifi ers 
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 What are classifi ers?  

In Indonesian, classifi ers are words that are used 
to group things according to shape, size, number, 
and so on. They are similar in usage to collective 
nouns that are used in English. For example, you 
are all familiar with the use of the following:

• a fl ock of sheep
• a herd of cattle
• a school of fi sh
• a murder of crows.

In Indonesian there are three main classifi ers:

These are:
• orang (used for people)
• buah (used for most objects)
• ekor (used for animals)

The classifi er for animals, ekor, means ‘tail’ and 
is based on the premise that all animals have a 
tail; however, it does include those animals that 
are without tails.

Using classifi ers  

In Indonesian, the use of classifi ers is optional. 
In writing, the use of classifi ers raises the level 
of formality of the written text. However, overuse 
of classifi ers in writing can make the text look 
and sound artifi cially constructed and contrived. 
We attach the prefi x se~ to a classifi er if there 
is only one person, object or animal. In this 
situation the classifi er takes on the role of the 
indefi nite article ‘a’ in English.

For example:
seorang polisi  a police offi cer
sebuah rumah  a house
seekor kucing  a cat

If there is more than one person, object or 
animal, a count noun (number) precedes the 
classifi er.

For example:
 Orang kaya itu mempunyai sepuluh 
buah   mobil mewah.

 That wealthy person owns ten luxury cars.

In spoken language, classifi ers can be used in 
most informal situations. Note the following 
dialogue at a traditional market between a 
chicken seller and a customer:

Penjual: Maunya berapa ekor? 
   How many (chickens) do you want?

Pembeli: Dua ekor saja!  
   Just two!

Did you notice that the actual animal (ayam) was 
not mentioned and only the classifi er ekor was 
used? This is common in spoken language when 
the type of animal is already apparent in the 
context of the situation.

1

Note:Note:
Generally, classifi ers should be used 

sparingly and appropriately. If they do 
not add to the meaning of the text, 

they should be left out.
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There are many subclassifi ers that are derived from the general classifi er for objects, buah. The following 
list is by no means exhaustive and you will notice that there is some overlap in function. For instance, the 
subclassifi ers helai, lembar and carik can all be used with kertas, which is ‘paper’.

As you can see from the fi nal example, pucuk, there is often little logic to the different types of objects 
represented by a particular classifi er. After all, what do letters and guns have in common?

2
Classify this …

Exercises3

Exercise 1

Read the following text and complete the accompanying activities.

Bapak dan Ibu Smart mempunyai dua orang anak kembar, seorang anak 
laki-laki dan seorang anak perempuan. Anna dan Peter Smart berumur 
limabelas tahun. Bapak Smart adalah seorang insinyur dan Ibu Smart 
adalah seorang pelukis dan ibu rumah tangga. 

Keluarga Smart tinggal di sebuah kompleks apartemen mewah, di kawasan 
Jakarta Barat. Apartemen keluarga Smart besar dan luas. Apartemen itu 
berkamar tidur tiga buah, berkamar mandi dua buah, berkamar duduk 
sebuah dan berkamar makan sebuah.

(continued on following page)

bidang: used for fl at, spread out 
things, such as a block of land.

biji: used for small, 
round objects, such 
as seeds or eggs.

helai: used for fl at things, such 
as paper, cloth and leaves.

lembar: used for fl at 
things, such as paper 
and photographs.

carik: used 
for paper

batang: used for cylindrical objects 
such as pipes, tree trunks, pencils 
and cigarettes, and for items that 
come in bars, such as chocolate.

bentuk: used for round 
and curved objects, such 
as rings and bracelets.

patah: used for words. kaki: used for umbrellas.

pucuk: used with guns 
and letters.

bilah: used for sharp 
items, such as knives.
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1.1 In the text above, circle all the classifi ers.

1.2 Does the text sound natural or contrived? Give reasons to support your view.

1.3 Rewrite the text using classifi ers in a more appropriate manner. Circle any classifi ers 
that you have retained.

(continued on following page)

(continued from previous page)

Anna Smart memelihara seekor kucing putih yang bernama si Salju atau 
‘Snowy’ dan Peter memelihara beberapa ekor ikan mas. Anna mempunyai 
beberapa buah hobi. Dia suka bermain sepak bola dan surat menyurat. 
Dia sedang menulis sepucuk surat kepada seorang teman di Australia. 
Dia menulis surat itu pada sehelai kertas yang berwarna merah muda dan 
bermotif bunga. Sambil menulis surat, Anna makan sebatang cokelat.

Dekat pintu masuk apartemen keluarga Smart ada sebuah rak sepatu 
dan sebuah tempat menaruh payung. Di rak sepatu ada beberapa pasang 
sepatu dan sandal. Di tempat menaruh payung ada tiga kaki payung.

Keluarga Smart adalah sebuah keluarga yang sehat dan bahagia. Mereka 
senang sekali tinggal di sebuah kota metropolitan seperti Jakarta
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(continued from previous page)
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        25 Oktober 2011

        Kate Porter

        128 Grasslands Boulevard

        Watermill Qld 4021

        Australia

Hai Kate,

1.4 Comment on the number of classifi ers you have used in your answer to Exercise 1.3. 
How do the changes you have made affect the text?

Exercise 2

2.1 Imagine you are Anna and are responding to a letter from a friend in Australia who has 
asked what your family’s apartment in Jakarta is like.

Use the description of the apartment given in the text to describe it to your friend. 
Include any details that you see fi t, such as family pets and so on.

In your response consider carefully whether you wish to use any classifi ers.

Use the template provided below:

(continued on following page)
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2.2 Did you use any classifi ers in the letter you wrote to Anna’s friend in Australia? Discuss  
 and justify your language choices, in English. 

(continued from previous page)

(continued on following page)
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(continued from previous page)


