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LINKS TO:
Stage 2, Module 3
Learning Object 3: Make a fl yer

PRIOR LEARNING:
Stage 2
Module 2 Work Sheet 7: Zak and the mystery  
   of the message

MODULE 3: WORK SHEET 4

Mmm … interesting. What do we have 
here? It looks like another reading 
comprehension. Remember, decoding a 
text is just like being a detective. First, 
you need to gather the evidence from 
the text, and then all you have to do 
is put all the clues together to make 
meaning. Now it’s time to practise your 
skills again. Thinking caps on, follow 
me; it’s this way to the crime scene!

Inspector Zak is on the case!

© State of Queensland (represented by the Department of Education and Training) 2011
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Decoding a text

The school for me?

As good detectives we have already followed the fi ve important steps to 
decoding texts:

1. Identify the text type.

2. Identify the themes.

3. Identify the purpose and audience of the text.

4. Identify the three main ideas.

5. Identify the words you need to decode.

In Module 2, Work 
Sheet 7, Zak and the 

mystery of 
the message

Read the text on the next page and then go to the exercises on page 3 and answer the questions. 

All this talk about school got me 
wondering why Peter and Anna go to 
school and I don’t. That just doesn’t 
seem right! I wonder what this school 
is like. Is this the school for me?  
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Exercises3

Exercise 1 

Let’s gather the evidence.

It’s time to use all your knowledge and strategies to make sense of the text on the previous page. To help 
you out, we’ll take you through all the steps you need.

1.1 Use the visual clues in the text to identify the text type.

  Examine the layout, graphics, illustrations and any other design elements that may help you 
identify the text type.

1.1.1 What are the visual clues? 

1.1.2 What is the text type?

1.2 Skim the text to fi nd the themes.

 Highlight in green any key words and familiar vocabulary. 

 What is the topic? 

1.3 Determine the purpose and audience of the text.

  Read through the text on the previous page and circle any words that indicate who the 
audience is for this text and its purpose.

1.4 Find the three main ideas.

 Reread the text and underline the key message(s) of each section. 

1.4.1
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1.4.2

1.4.3

1.5 Highlight in pink any key words that stop you from understanding the main ideas.

 What are the key words for decoding?

Exercise 2

Use the information gathered in Exercise 1 to answer the following questions:

2.1 What helped you work out the text type?

(continued on following page)
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2.2 Who do you think would read this text?

 Give reasons to support your answer.

2.3 What did you do when you came across a word or phrase that you didn’t know?

(continued on following page)

(continued from previous page)
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2.4 Do you think it is important to recognise every word in the text?

 Why? Why not?

Exercise 3

Read the text again and answer the questions.

3.1 When was this school established?

(continued from previous page)
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3.2 According to the website, what are the core values and beliefs of the school?

3.3 From your knowledge of schools in Indonesia, is this school typical of other schools 
 in Indonesia?

 Explain your answer.

(continued on following page)
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3.4 How is this school similar to or different from the school you attend?

 Explain your answer using examples from the text.

3.5 Based on the information in the text, would you like to attend this school? 

 Why? Why not?

 Use specifi c information from the text to support your answer.

(continued from previous page)


