
When, While and Whereas – conjunctions 

 

Ketika and Waktu = when   

ketika is more formal.  Indicates that s.t. happened in the past or will 

happen 

 

Waktu/ketika saya kecil keluarga saya tinggal di kota Surabaya. 

When I was little my family live in Surabaya. 

 

Kami sedang tidur waktu/ketika polisi datang ke rumah 

We were sleeping when the police came to our house. 

 

Ruth akan menelopon waktu/ketika sampai di Brisbane 

Ruth will ring when she arrives in Brisbane. 

 

Kapan – when = a question word – can only be used in a question 

 Kapan kamu pulang ? When are you going home ? 

  

Kapan can never be used as a conjunction e.g.  

Saya tinggal di Brisbane kapan saya kecil. I lived in Brisbane when I was little 

Saya tinggal di Brisbane waktu/ketika saya kecil.  

 

Sambil  - while – one person two activities 

refers to the same person or persons doing two things at the same time. 

 

 Ria sedang makan sambil menonton televisi. Ria is eating while watching television 

 Sambil mandi dia menyanyi. While having a shower he sang 

 

Sedangkan – while, whereas, where in fact –  

Used to contrast things – different people different activities different times 

 

 Jalan Browns Plains lebar dan bagus sedangkan Jalan Ivor sempit dan kotor. 

 Browns Plains Road is wide and neat/good whereas Ivor Street is narrow and dirty. 

 

 Saya senang makan pisang sedangkan kakak saya senang makan apel. 

 I love eating bananas while/whereas my brother lives eating apel. 

 



Sementara  - 2 or more people – separate activities – same time 

 Sulastri bernyanyi sementara Bambang bermain gitar. 

 Sulastra mentonton televisi sementara ibu masak di dapur. 

 

Aktivitas:  Using  waktu, ketika, sedangkan, sambil, sementara or kapan 

complete the following: 

i) Kulit pisang warnanya kuning …………………………… kulit buah kiwi berwarna 

kehijau-coklatan.  

ii) …………………………..dia pulang ? 

iii) Ani berteriak (screamed) ……………………………menangis (crying) 

iv) Ani berteriak …………………………………….ibu menangis 

v) Anak kecil itu mandi …………………………………..bernyanyi. 

vi)  Kami ke sekolah ………………………………….. ibu pergi bekerja. 

vii) …………………………………….saya kecil saya bersekolah di sini. 

viii) Bapak saya membaca buku ……………………….mendengarkan music. 

ix) Saya menonton televisi …………………………..kakak saya mengerjakan prnya. 

x) Tuti tertawa (laughed) ……………………………..temannya menangis. 

Now for PRnya use the following in sentences: 

Sementara, sambil, sedangkan, ketika, waktu and kapan. 

i)   …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

ii)  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

iii)  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

iv) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

v)  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

vi) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 


