sumatra

While the island of Sumatra is not perhaps quite as
famous as its neighbour Java—which is one quarter the
size of Sumatra and has four times its population—it is
nevertheless an amazingly exciting and interesting place to
visit.

Roughly the same size as California in the USA and
extending more than 1,600 kilometres, this amazing island
accounts for more than 25 percent of the entire landmass of
Indonesia. Sumatra has a veritable wealth of natural
resources and wildlife—including the endangered Sumatran
tiger and Sumatran rhino—and is home to some of
Indonesia’s most fascinating and extraordinary cultures.

The Island of Sumatra
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he history of the special territory of Aceh, at the
northernmost tip of Sumatra, is one of the most
fascinating in Indonesia, with chronicles dating back
to the sixth century. More than 500 years later, in
1292, Marco Polo even paid a visit to Aceh, which
was then an Islamic kingdom named Perlak. Sights tc
see in Bandar Aceh include the Masjid Raya—constructed out of wood
without a single nail—and the Rumoh Aceh Awe Gentah Museum.

Today, one of Aceh’s most popular tourist attractions is the
Gunung Leuser National Park, the largest in Indonesia, which is one of
the only two places in the archipelago—Kalimantan is the other—
where the orang-utan still exists in the wild. Indonesia’s Orang-utan
Rehabilitation Centre is based in the park, which also has its own
extensive facilities for studying insects, birds and mammals.

Medan, the capital city of the province of North Sumatra, is the
largest city on Sumatra and, with over two million inhabitants—an
amazing historical amalgam of Arab, Batak, Chinese, Indian, Javanese
and Malay cultures—also the fourth largest municipality in all of
Indonesia. Well worth a visit are the majestic Masjid Raya, the
imposing sultan’s palace Istana Maimum, and Vihara Gunung Timur,
Indonesia’s largest Chinese temple.

For many people, Medan is the starting point for journeying
throughout the island Sumatra and is well served by airlines, trains and






